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1,457 of Its Unclaimed Dead)’

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/07/us/los-angeles-dead-homeless.html

40




om
ue
rﬂ
>
Qo
|H
L)
p-
H
Hu
12
1L
El
3
3
D
=
3
Q
-
wn
Qo
o
e
=
o
—t
1))
o
A,
D
&

o OfiF 2 AN A FH2E| FH = 2f 16002
=) o
S e)

~ -
TLEALO|| TS Z=H| HUL L

o FACH Atz[stnt X[ X 20{| = (Chizuko
Ueno: EBFEF) B

o LILIBXRIACC ZS(HVEY & DR,
The last moment of one person)

o "SX}Z0{T ALY

o T2} ARSO| CHH HIEO! F|

—

41




I)IoN

AR AFZA2 3,000

=

T

aF

J
Klo
i~

Mkl
[0

(o]

Xl

51O 141

AE220I0| IHs

e 0| & 252210] C{s}0]

@c

et

HE[of] AN Fof

S
-

Ak

O 8.97% (289,000)2] L2I(> 65A)0|

O 5.47% (183,000)2] L21(55-64A|)0|

42



AFBRED| 2R Flof T

| -

g2 97
EASX| o= 912t} 3000 HO| FalA SE(CHRE HA)

U RLATHL 0SS I8t a4 T

=2 T
3 000
‘_:_ 2 000
1000
[
100 101

102 103

0 LA R A DO L AR T A Y )

104 105 106 107

sy WA .y
Copyright © 2015

13

2. CHEte| FANALLR; 2 A7

14

43




b

e 2002 7 17Z LIFR0| 2 &

o = 2 AUS2 &2l 2 IS RISt AN ERFS| =45 FZot=

—

SHH JHQle] ZH gt SUS ZF ATHTHA1x)

L S S
SRRNAREE ol aBent = S
S BILEE sum-

. ALKNNEE

ERHE

' :;’.’I’_“ % I
AR

S ————

https.//mort.moi.gov.tw/frontsite/cms/serviceAction.do?method=viewContentDetail&iscancel=true&contentld=MjUxNg== 15
M 61=
o J2 3 0[0f & Sdt= sHE 71T U2 HOIUS M A=
S| =X0f| CHotod AR B-A EE= O|0f| CHeh RS
xhge 4 Qlct
o WEHAIS TSt 71E i YHQ| B Tl YA
AIGAe| R = RATYS ESOIO{0F BT
16

44




x| 69X-1

B0l ek Al

X2|otE 2 S X|E|0, K1Z0] 0[0| AlAIZ I3t

=
=

AjMle] @71 25

el X S2F0HE.

l.

wl

17

x| 69X-2

Ho

ol
U

___I____
lHo

<0

5t B3 Hof et

o
e

FO M AIAS HHAEIIX

Els
=

*{2[51010F BHCY,

o
=

18

45



x| 69%-3

o 7| X 20l BAE FHE E0HK| ZOHALE E=
IESERH AN 251522 UX| 642 Z<0= 0[of CHet
fa2 ¥4 = gt

o I 1HOM AZE Al @l EF0| §l= FATAIYX}
AlAle] XD ZEH ARRHS 2Heh Al EE= A (country)Oi|A]
HAISICE

o A3 HCH= ANY M} RIS H0F Of Lt
DALO|A SF2et K|z HO|Lt 2t XHg3HY S0|
71 0|t O] & HE2 A 2X|A| X (advanced
directive, living will)E &I'Het o =M
ofHH X|R0j| ChSt 2HXF2| QJAS B dtT ULk

20

46



@167 Taipei City
L8R Taipei County

@] - i I Taayuan County SERESS
Lienchiang County | Hsinchu County 77185 — =
Hyinchu City 3177750

=P9RE| . Il .
Kinmen Connty ”» Miaoli County FHER = B Yilan Couny
- iR Nanou County
E.I' 6@ B Hualien County
% y T E 8 Yunlin County
20 S _iy -
Penghu County = s = BT/ Chiayi City
" b ' { “ﬁ-fﬁm)”‘wfw
Tainan County BEEH
Tuinan City B
Kaohsumg County SHER BB Tainng County
l&'arﬂmmg Ciy B I—._ v
Pingnung County BB
Public Funeral Service -

S3E

https://images.app.goo.gl/yfhZNeiw3NzHrtXx5 -

47



https://images.app.goo.gl/PBu2NBdki9reg1xF6 23

3. 21915 20| F0{7H= 0|5 2| AER]

24




SAI|A HEO| MBI X|AL A

o 0| QI HOIY M LIIBALR FH0| 012 E 21
o H M= 2OI0H| Z2i2 A 2{0] FA2tg L1|1 30T

IES Mye
o JIES0H S0t 0 Lt 64Hs| 217t glE

25

o AR|=X|AtE SXIROIA M FAo =85 & 5 US ALt

ey —

A MPIIS SO A2l 2 22 A ZeHE o= JHES0|

UYXE Pl 2R o= S FHl A JUL| AR S XIALOA Xpiel=
flol A= of ES FH[oi & As FEE.

o MMz 2ALA HF0|M BatE 71[ S k-l

26

49




ARSI XIAHS H M2] SOI03) 1| AFYS SX[SHD H M2t XpAI]
0| Chef 0|kl 2RSS TErs:

FQ12 Xt et 2 Fetol 2tA H Mef FH| S X R0 &2 |X| g5
&S0 Tgshr |2 2.

I

=

Ay

v v v

< &

| 4

27

X

=

FARHEE 3 A= |2hs SeF FADAYX} 2 Aol X[
J2{Lt G47HS| CHEE Atel= £ DARERLO) CHEE XA X el SA| 5

L
. L O
O| 52| Al=#2|of Ciet Petot 7780 Ea

DAL FADARYR; ZAE Ate[X ZX|0f Ciet ChE 2| 14 i
o
-

28

50




ANE E=



]

- 16!

SQIF | MSAISAITIT

o] M=22

=}

A ot i HTHAL

OltH
H e

m}
=x

b LEs 0l A

ez 1
2(0f| T

=
1

L}

A1

ot

NN YRS

FRACE 0] T2 Yok M=H CHRte: MIA[SH

N=

"
ot

ChEH=0,

¥

-
[e)
—

},

HZ
Z]

Al

A= HYol2t

KLt =12 0let 22 H+o| ERgu ME=A AE0 tHoli A i o/0] A1 71K

X7 | 2™ 0| CHok =2l 2f K|

—
o
L

SliE A0 M HZI5EL U= At

1. 72l Helof chet

c} otz

AT 2 A=K 01| A

Ct. ofof &

ol
AN

]
KIr

=

Ct

jo

=

AR

Of| CHEF Off At

tH|2 0] 2H[7t ZL6HA CHRX|H, 0|5

AR

ASIE ol et

|
ok

E3Ho|

il

AMEE

nl

A0l 2

ZO| SO CHIXZ | tEL 2 EelIrt,

ol
i
4
{0

o

<
fujnl

M

HEHR}

2. 80{er gelof| thet ol A

o x|t

Ik
0
ol
nd
pal
Jod

_|

_{

AFZH|0f| Ch

B

M &He= 2 O[F0X|

APet= 8017t 2l

nl=

ME 2S5 E0M AHESH ALE St=0fM =

CHE O 2 0]0| HEE|O #, HEX S0= ASE1D ACH 2|2 MESA[QF FLIA0|M T=ALOf

OZ A}

L4
=

7K

go|ct.

L
—

FEA|ol HE ot

TE
NEEE

Q|
—

OHAM 2l 29

|.

<0
J1d
o3
B

r
|

0o
Jod

of

JoI

7tete ZHMRE] AISE QAT LA F2

ol

ot

At EH0

Hr
_ln_

Xt =2 X[ 3LO0[ K|t Alt"e 2 Folot A2 MSAIZXTHE O A 201601 = AF 2JEf

N =

Al
(=]

52



N,

.

K==)
—

oAl gelolM

Z|
2|

e

SA| D=AF Ol

o T Ik M o ol F oo ol o o gy
o N0 gl ET I ] BT s T o3
M 9w [ of % o - RAD o <
< o4 ot IRL:E: oW oot H OB o
J RS <U Ty oH S o3 Wl g or O T
X K 9 W moE M HE DR W g
=yB =g coy SRS
KO KH <0 Bl W ~ 2 o m o 0 K RU
N T 200 RO TR TR
I E RS = ot oA = X F o @ o
o T ©l [SHEA ol <F n R L R W s 9
ol ol unu ol o ™ o WNME%&
of <y . RO T RO 7l A T 3 R o2 R X
wox o g om R & oS < D
S S GRS 0 X8 7w o8
oo R K S W K N < T = T
- T a ko g T K o o om AR @ g
MQ.ﬂALH@m ol & K < N < o M Kb Mgy &2
50500 F R S I B g =
%103 Bl o I X o <F T % Kow
= T ol 38 1 < o If = = EF R g
W_ﬂ%mmwﬂﬂm Eﬂw% N g oo o O
TR Y L nujn H o & 2 ol o
BWazgdnd WOy = ®oooQq % o
[ = % 4 =2 O RO W K 8 2 < M
W H Nom o5 9 ot ot Jy o S oo g ® S0
| |_||_| . b _— I -
EE s T ) S - 8. IR TR
WAM ERR _.I.q i Wl ol © or fod oK o 9. w0 W
Neaowm 25 N~ o R K0S B N oo o
— = R o " R M= N g5 o g K ogr H
T 2 % ~ i — = O- D= Kir
re¥acy  Efgs Eawrbald
N oD ) = U Op ql =
= 0 S Ear o =
pm__m_._._._ﬂwr_o_ 7ol o2 H”:|_.O;TAL.__|_._EO__E..O.
o oz Koo = 1 %0 o WL of T m F 2} 5 W0
or o AL 3 R EH D BlH0 = ox ool 3oy
= @ Y <F N T R
=) < 8% o o — =X SN I o= S gt | ¥
0 W -y < gy U =~ m o = = oW o m HoE
0 Ol % IR <) a2 RO w”m“wv% Wy =
o K oo o og T o < I oS X 7 2 g W v
X oW o g O W IR s s N |
<l K MT P, = T . T K L._._ — =0 K = = oﬂ 03 KO wuu_“_
HTEOEH%%K ﬂm%%m._ KO OH gr g % <+ x &
X WA oo U or or Ju B 2 B AL or
=) KM lo o8 ;7 ©» N HoE K o X [0 _l_. ol B ¥
R W_u T KXW o 3z M wr o) 3n 2 o O Moo K
©l © W oo ® W o of o X %I 10- = Jo 353 o m K
R OF T WO ROR R0 W F ol o B T 5 W& M+

ot
53

M7t &[7] o
[ of Hof|

I.

=

.
o

_I

HIHZ

—_
—

| Ab
FSEAL S

o
[

s X

THt

o

Ct X%
=

H
O[T} 2t M Bl

St ol
=

Al[of| THS!

F

Off CHo A =

h= HOICt.
N

=)

5HC

o
o

H SRAl

=

=

S|

t

—

.

[e]
M SHRZ LiF= 0|2t ¢

off
A= elet =g, ool #e|

=
=
| 2

Exto
A7k U0 THRto] R EICE kA

A
il

b

PR 2O A AL

—
of, 0| EE2

.
o



A

—

-
o

St
MEEE A0 HESHAL 5B Fal2h =30

FLiESl 39, KIRH|S] 2IEOf QoM =

5. 222 NPORHRII LISSA|

B0

1]

[
=

2Alot= Lt

ojn
KD
iE

Pl

X

ol

2 St A= FHRIof A A

4 bt

O M7[| AW, 0 A2 =7t X, B

I.

o2zt

HIAI
[N

| MH|AZFCHe

=]

b AF

—

.

KPA| S 20l| Chefl A THIE 2 2 FMIA[SE

AFEfol| ch

DAIA

L
—

| A2 MH|A S0

10

H

I
[

¥

nl
OFOf| At

=
s

H|Qto] 7ottt EOA|H 2

SPNIPS|
o=

b

OfFS
O -

{22 Ot

S
=]

0l2t=

—a

X xHo
S|

A=

t

—

.
o

Folofl i

E[OUAX| et A0] HHo|Ct [0 2 HAM 7 |2LHM =Tt AUs Atel7t £829| Ho| =Lt
o =HE &

t

c

.

=AR|Ol=E 7|2 EE

b

o
[e)
—

o,

| —

—

f

]

F

MO0 E I

C

Ct.

d
N

F

2l2t A

o]
o3
<+
Ll

~
S

T

EoNA

=
pal
=]
o

=

A o

]

o
NSESED

b

SRR

o

.
o

ofl

—

| B= A50[ o
=

—

=kl i =1z}

Ltz
[
OF LHY

P RAISICE O]

bS|
A

n
2]

.I

A

b Af

i=]

o
e|of oot ©A 2t el Akel& 20|

| LA

Off ChdtiM Alefez

_I

X
1

19
I

—

ol
FA| CHRIZICE
&0

o

lo
5
di

—
EE

A
=8
=0 28l 0|F0{X|=
=)
ChH

=

off Xt

=

:

.
o
[

— T
=
=

S
(il

O
:I;
2 ojz|sf
o| &

al

2
O

EE|‘

=

=

7[2ko] Of

[}

2
=

t

4

o
[
[

0l
AXol| Ch
k7| W= Ol

I.

OIC}. 7HelSf 259 Of

=
(L

Ol2f2 &

=
—

P A0 ST

=

K] O |

7|

7.0rF2[5HH
o 10| Ao Y|

7
o]
PN
54



A

t

—
Aot

LT,

|.

=

o
o

FEH7F 20| of=tE|of Solf 18 120 A

PAZN
=k}

_I

Tt o - FHH| 2ol CHOI Z2lE #

27 SHLIHA 7

AHE Al

—
o
T

—

=

o

S|
10 AFERE

20138 M=22

L

1. S07tH

1M XM=

N

He| = BXo| 2eHez @

s

o0

o

KO0

for

AL AF
A o= MIITE(

o
[¢)

E)
=

Alol &

t

i
]

B

o

CC L

Hl %, IS}

A
T

217

mESE PS8

20M= AFFTIEAS

Sh) %

13

T S) A

Xl
—

i

.
[}
—

|

[

=

Aof|
Afst
55

=
S

(Of8t “TAXX G 02t

2 oz 7|

=

l
2

EHgBE Ay
LH% _/I\_ HAQE

{Ef 2

S

5

of| o2t

H

3|
=

B} = BHOX

A
B AIRE{48AIZHO|LHOY AH

.H‘
Ch e TEAAS Y ) M222EH1

x
!

e

NV S

o g

HOIOZ A At
2 30|

TA[QIARLE K| BtRI A7 F FEREAME R 0ff THE A EO| 7|THE MIHEA

—
o
T

s

=]
o

of

L
S HENE 2019, 19X 7IAL FZE

EER

L
—

X} SER Rl w2
S ESVETESY

A 8) O

(hifuil

tO XL

F
x
&5

AES b

e 2 A7 Of9f K] dg LT A7t
7t = HMI3Ae] R0

Xt

3

o

2) A=Y MILTE(

=
of Foil

IS

4

(=]



3. e[ =Xt

.

oF

=1

FAFZ0[ A= o]

=]¥e)
-

|
=

]

[ S A0l S=25¢

B
[a[0)

3

19| Af

T
ok

-

21

T

| —
[@}

—

M

LT,

H=
g

1
ZAN2] 9| Lol 20| A7t &l

-
[«)
T

o]

—

=
AF20] T, T AR Of = Al

of2fet Z&Lct.

L
—
—

2016.10. 1328 A[R=[1 JAELICE O] 7 & S0l M

I X|8732%2]2

—

LICLEfRh oMoz &

F

.
[e)
—

[m}

(FEREE) H= S

AL
| B2t

t

.
o
—

=

t

—

[
2

e

.
[«)

Af
E

of

H H959&, MIE91x). 0| TZlaX 2|2 2t

JSIE
O LT

b

—
.
()

[us

Af

§

of
=

9

A0 674

o= T Q10 Al 2L AFA0l| M 47|
2l

2016.4.6. 1
13.2
s

—

—

ARO[ A

.
o
T

il
IS =0

o %
—

M7 gL 2lgX2 |2l 2ol |

_I

—

H|873Zz=2f2(T|

=

0|2}

-
=
T'__

K0

1

| #ol o

9

k=3

Ch.oHeh A3

)

4

5

Hl<l

Aol 1|12 7|EF

S
i

F

nl
il

3.2 AfH9] =tE = DHEO

ol

o], o] Hoi 25t

=
—

)

(<]

2t
A

|.|:|.J—|_ AH

)

| A0l A

dto
L

‘WA

|

Qo
—

), 8

},

o

-
Q

}.
, M85 M1

I_

o

.
Q

X847 A1

(=21
=]

2, T2 S ChARE} OfElLICE,

), 0l

.
[=)

o
O

X|X| ofL{ot

2 H H91E=—H|50=x).
(&2 HI85=x X2

X
56



[N

S0l

TR, ZHS A

0l AP Ate] 7|74 7t

fof Stz EAIS 2

o
ols

Ao F2(eln gLtk o2

T de|z A= HYLCh

LetotE g

2%

oAM=

I_

B M-T= MY

X~
S

g9l =

AN N
1A=, YEITHME EHEZ 60TH|AM 2

oHEENAIE

A
PN

CCIY]

ol
AT

£ AH0| HRE(0f

g 530l

FA 21 5Fof Atgfel Atd

=
(il

arx
o

0] AH

FAFR 2 R,

S|
of

S0 Hl420=2).

ZEAS

7t

57



o
06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Xt
05

1717 0| A}

s

04

fe)
=

03

02

160

OfOCH O]l | NPOZHILZHALZ| K|

o0
1B
od
o0

F

HEd A}

10

T

QAT S

18

22

10

11

12

14
12

15
17

11
18

13
10

14
9

17
13
13
25

12
13
10
24
1231142131 /105|101 /105 74 |79 |75 | 79 | 67 |93 | 75 | 50 | 47 43 | 43

3
12
3

02 /03|04 05 06|07 0809|1011 12 |13 |14 15|16 17 18

12
4
3
11
3
19

B8) T
DS TE) #

FR(FR) 7
LI Al () +

it

FAIOH

S|7HA R = 7RHEREIN)
S| 7tA|Lb2] (3R RK)

0| L (£ 5F) ¢
OFALS| (HB) +

ZE(HER) A
S|7IMAD|RA|(R1ES)

L AR =7teH(EEiE)
I3t (F5) 7

O[OFAX|OH#ERS) +
EIRGEII) +
20| L0 (f52°T) +

A0|RA|(X5F) +
LI AlLt2| (PEA%)

Oft| == (PS5 EF) +
24

OLIE(#) #
CHO| & (KIE)
RILX|(KESF)
LiL| ot (GRiE)
ME20|(BR) T

7[EH(dE)

—
(=)

.

58



o Mg

HoilAfe] %2

MY Hg ]
Ao I3t Hioto|S iyt Ki0f0| {7} OFl X7}
Aot 2 atots 22
4 \ ( N\
T0l0| TE R0l A 1010] TR A} ol ZS
|\ J/ J g J{ J
( N\ 4 \ 4 N\
H18= H|1& H18= |2t M1 18 H|2gt M2
g J{ J |\ J/ J |\ J{ J
( ) ( 3\ ( )
AL (AA12) (aAR12Y)
R o i Afast Iz sxiof gt S M} %0 4t
IﬂE OI'E Xl'oﬂ Ech’_I' E§AIAI7|:"} 7_| EEL 51IHX|°|
HBZ AlAJsH= 7|2 = fml A|7TJ.I-
R':llll_l-x-l
e L SRS Hot Ko @y
EX‘“ A|x|'o| A'Ill:l'loﬂ I:H H Xl.:l.aq EO” :l_}ﬁlgiol |§ 5—|.h X|'°|
=.0oH 1 I-IO H =k =) ) = o0
=2 2R HES MY e T S35 =of gl
L J \ J HHEHEE Me
g J
raiastol gl SaiAiol A1) MK - §S Sofl 23t S, oAl Mzl

( )
ol ) eeiAlel 2y
\§ l J
( )
1. C{# Alist
QI4Tt gl 2
2. 34, HFR| Ei
0|20] Z3yetn
QLT g B
3. QI27} gt Al
g l /
( )
ApER|o] ZA|RER O]
| zuExs

s N
2X|-0iE Soil 2ot HE

\ 7 J

s N

Aol o i share
8t Xt gl Bl
Sf= A9 2 SeiAlarel

1-30f| SHEE[X| eh= B2

59



memo.

60



61



memo.

62



63



e

=R



YA <@of HAR>

Status of Post-Mortem Right of Self-Determination
forthe Unclaimed Dead in Korea and Policy Proposals

Jin-ok Park | Executive Director at Good Nanum Incorporated Association

In Korea, there are more than 2,000 unclaimed deaths every year who die 20 years earlier than the average life ex-
pectancy. Among these unclaimed bodies, the ratio of those aged below 64 is relatively higher than those above
65, and ratio of men is three-time higher than that of women. Also, one of the most critical issues to be noted for
the unclaimed dead is post-mortem processes that take place after the death, including the funeral. In particular,
there are issues in the process, scope and the order of priorities for the next of kin(NoK) of the dead in delegating
the corpse to the government. Most of the unclaimed dead have families, but in most cases, these family mem-
bers give up on taking up the body due to economic reasons or severed relations. In other words, the unclaimed
body is denied of his/her last human dignity of having a proper funeral due to economic hardship and etc. Also,
when a next of kin with the highest priority gives up on taking over the dead, the relative with the second-highest
priority cannot hold a funeral for the deceased even if they want to. Blood-tie is still valued so highly in the Ko-
rean society that those without kinship with the deceased cannot offer any post-mortem actions to the person
who died. In other words, it is not possible for a partner or a close friend of the unclaimed dead to perform any
post-mortem ceremony, such as a funeral. For example, there was a common-law couple who had been togeth-
er for 20 years and the wife died in the arms of the husband, but the husband could not hold a funeral for his wife
and just had to send her away as an unclaimed dead. Also there were merchants who wanted to hold a funeral
for their colleague but the Korean society did not allow that. There was also a woman who left a will asking her fi-
ancé to hold her funeral but he could not carry out her last wish due to the fact that they were not related and had
to let her leave as an unclaimed dead. Because of these issues, people with estranged relations with their family
members are concerned about their post-mortem processes.

The issue of solitary death and unclaimed death in Korea dates back to two decades ago when Korea was struck
by the financial crisis in 1997. As such, it would not be easy to correct this situation in a short time with just a few
tweaks in laws and policies. Thus, we need to create a slow but steady tide of changes. It can start with small
things we can execute immediately. For this, | would like to make a few policy proposals to create a socio-cultural
environment to guarantee the post-mortem right of self-determination for the deceased, focusing on issues iden-
tified in the field. @ Systemized statistics on unclaimed deaths, @ Creation of a government body responsible
for the mid-aged population of Korea who are put in the welfare blind-spot, 3 Creation of countermeasures to
prevent the social isolation, @ Institutionalizing the public funeral service which is currently decommoditized, ®
Establishment of a public control tower to operate the public funeral service, ® Improvement in the social per-
ception on death, @ Enactment - revision of laws and regulations to allow ‘holding a funeral on behalf of family

members’ and ‘holding a funeral as one wishes’
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Necessity for a legislation on comprehensive response
to solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths

Hee-chul Yang | Attorney at law

A) Changes in status of solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths

Solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths are no longer just an issue of the elderly but it is affecting a wider
population including the youth, the middle-aged and the elderly. As such, we need a transformation
in the way we respond to solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths in the Korean society. Solitary deaths
and unclaimed deaths are inevitable consequences of the one-person household, which is on the rise
due to the increase in the number of unmarried people and longer life expectancy. In this sense, we
need to acknowledge the funeral service as a duty of a community and look at this issue of solitary and

unclaimed deaths not as an issue of individuals but of the entire society.

B) Limitations in revising individual laws and regulations

As discussed above, solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths are no longer limited to a certain class of
people. As such, laws and regulations governing solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths should be ap-
plicable independent of age, region, gender, etc. Of course, revision of current laws and regulations on
funeral can, to some degree, satisfy the presumptive intent of the person concerned. However, the leg-
islation on comprehensive response to solitary deaths and unclaimed deaths, which has the objective
of guaranteeing the post-mortem right of self-determination for the deceased, should enclose articles

on solitary and unclaimed deaths that were not handled in the existing laws on funeral.

D) Reflecting the post-mortem right of self-determination

During the enactment of the legislation on comprehensive response to solitary and unclaimed deaths,
one of the most critical facts to be acknowledge by the Korean society is that the deceased who ended
his/her life in such a way also has a human dignity and that the law should be enacted in the direction
of respecting the self-determination right as much as possible, as it is derived from such human dignity.
This intent can also be confirmed in Article 1 of the Seoul Metropolitan Government Ordinance on Pub-
lic Funeral Service. It states that “the Ordinance is to preserve the dignity of the deceased by stipulating
items necessary for stable funeral service, such as supports for funeral service and preparation of the
funeral parlor, for those without next-of-kin and the low-income class who cannot afford the funeral

service due to dismantlement of family or poverty.”
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As such, in the aforementioned law on the comprehensive response to solitary and unclaimed deaths,
it should stipulate that, if it is possible to confirm the involved person’s intention on funeral, it should
aim for the maximum realization of such intention, and if the intention of the person concerned cannot
be confirmed, the competent jurisdiction should be entrusted with the authority to collect and review
any documents to confirm the presumptive intention of the person concerned. Through this, the de-

ceased’s post-mortem right of self-determination would be guaranteed to certain degrees.
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Unclaimed dead issue and
regulations in Taiwan

Anne-chie WANG £ %&iH

National Taiwan University
d04325002@ntu.edu.tw

International Symposium on Rights to Self-Determination at End of Life
19 September, 2019

Anne-chie Wang

® National Taiwan University, Department of Sociology.
PhD Candidate.

® Research interest: Medical Sociology, Science,
Technology and Society (STS), Death and Dying.

® Dissertation topic is about how people arrange “good
death” with the help of medical professions and
technology in Hospice care.
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Outline

1. Solitary death and unclaimed dead in Sociology
2. Regulations about unclaimed dead in Taiwan

3. A story about dying without next to kin

1. Unclaimed Dead and
Solitary Death in Sociology
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Sociological inquiries about death and dying

® Three lines of sociological inquiry over the past two decades
(Riley 1983):
O the self and dying as social process.
O Dbereavement, grief, and the meaning of loss by death.
O norms and the social structure for defining and managing
dying and death.

Riley Jr, John W. 1983. "Dying and the meanings of death: Sociological inquiries." Annual Review of
Sociology 9 (1):191-216.

® Many studies of social organizations and arrangements for
handling the dying and the bereved.

® Theresearchers treated death as if it were a special kind of social
problem (Riley 1983).

® The studies about unclaimed dead and solitary death in Sociology
are emerging.

80




The Unclaimed

e Stefan Timmermans, a
professor of sociology at
UCLA and author of
“Postmortem: How
Medical Examiners
Explain Suspicious
Deaths.”

e Pamela Prickett, a
professor of sociology at
the University of

Amsterdam.

http://www.pamelajprickett.com/the-unclaimed.html
http://www stefantimmermans.com/research

‘A Witness That They Were Here’:
Los Angeles Honors 1,457 of Its Unclaimed Dead

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/07/us/los-angeles-dead-homeless.html|
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Timmermans & Prickett’s project

® FEvery year, the cremated remains of
approximately 1600 people are buried by the
County of Los Angeles in a single common grave,
their lives marked only by the year of death.

e \What happens when someone dies and relatives
are unable or unwilling to bury the body?

e \Who are these people, and how did they end up
there? What are their stories? What social marks
did they leave on the world?

The preparation for dying in solitary

® Chizuko Ueno (L EFF#5¥), sociology
professor in Tokyo University.

® O hitori-sama no saigo(H ¢ D & ¥ DR
The last moment of one person).

® “ltis OK to die alone”.

® Actively prepare for the dying and after
death.

RER>-=|

Hort
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Unclaimed dead in Taiwan

Census of the Institute of Forensic Medicine, Ministry of
Justice in 2019, there are 3000 cases of unclaimed dead
at hand.

Averagely increase 393 cases per year.

In those cases, the officials can identify the identity of
252 cases and 141 cases remain unknown.

Vulnerable groups in the post-mortem right

Elderly people

The Report of the Senior Citizen Condition Survey in 2017,

issued by the Ministry of Health and Welfare.
O 8.97% (289 thousands) of elderly (> 65 yr) live alone.

O 5.47% (183 thousands) of elderly (55-64 yr) live alone.

The government tried to promote some community care
project to trace those elderly.
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Vulnerable groups in the post-mortem right

® Homeless people

® Ministry of Health and Welfare has registered around 3000
homeless people per year (most are male).

® Some charities held funeral for them.

T AT R h I
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2. Regulations about
Unclaimed Dead in Taiwan
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Mortuary Service Administration Act

e |ssued on 17 July, 2002 by Ministry of the Interior

e The Act promotes the compliance of modern needs
while taking into consideration both the dignity of the
individual and the public interest in order to enhance
citizens’ quality of life (Article 1).

'®
BiLEE
B HIE

https://mort.moi.gov.tw/frontsite/cms/serviceAction.do?method=viewContentDetail&iscancel=true&contentid=MjUxNg==

15

Article 61

® Adults and those with such capacity may make a will beforehand
or do it by filling out a letter of intent on funeral matters for
after his death while still alive.

® [amilies or contractors handling the funeral matters shall
respect the will or the letter of intent of the deceased in the
preceding paragraph.

16

85




Article 69-1

After the handling process of corpses due to unexpected events or
unknown causes of death by military policemen or police stations in
accordance with the law, local public mortuary services shall be
notified to handle the corpses’ transportation matters, except for
those that have been claimed by a family member and have other
mortuary served commissioned. Ownerless corpses are not allowed
to have referrals nor other mortuary services commissioned to
provide services.

17

Article 69-2

After receiving the preceding notice, public funeral homes shall
handle the body or commission another mortuary service to
transport the corpse to the funeral home and handle it in
accordance with relevant regulations.

18
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Article 69-3

» Those who fail to comply with the regulations in the preceding 2
articles or who have no permission from the family members to
transport the corpse may not request any fees.

> The handling autonomy statute of ownerless corpses without family
members’ claiming mentioned in Section 1 shall be conducted by the
municipal or county (city) competent authority.

19

» There is more regulation about before death rather than after
death. Like Hospice Palliative Care Act and Patient Autonomy Act.
Those acts legalized the advanced directive (living will) to secure
the patients’ preference toward medical treatment.

20
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Public Funeral Service

For Buddhist

https://images.app.goo.gliyfhZNeiw3NzHrtXx5 2
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For Christianity and
Catholicism

https://images.app.goo.gl/PBu2NBdkiSreg1xF6

3. a Story about Dying
without Next to Kin

89




a social worker’s case in Hospice ward

® Mr. Chen (pseudonym) is a middle age man who is terminally ill no
one accompanies him.

® He left his family 30 years ago because he felt guilty about beating
his wife.

® He had tried to go home but he still not have the courage.

25

® The social worker said the department of social welfare could
help him to hold the funeral. But the social worker encourages
Mr. Chen to contact his family. Usually, the family prepares a
clean suit for the deceased. Mr. Chen asks the social worker
prepare a sports suit for him.

® Mr. Chen died peacefully in Hospice ward.

t 26
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® The social worker informed Mr. Chen wife he was died and he
felt sorry for treat her badly.

® His wife bring the daughter and son to mortuary and decided
to take care of his funeral rather than helding by the
department of social welfare.

M o -
M WA

Conclusion

® The public raising awareness about the social issue of Solitary
death and unclaimed dead.

® Mortuary Service Administration Act and social organization help
to handle the unclaimed dead.

® However, the Taiwan society still needs a systemized statistics on

unclaimed deaths and specific regulation about the post-mortem
right.

28
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